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www.sciencedirect.comEDITORIALMessage from the President of Saudi Heart AssociationIn this second issue of 2011, we report to you the success of the
22nd Scientiﬁc Session of the Saudi Heart Association
(SHA22). The meeting was held under the patronage of Prince
Sultan Bin Mohamed Bin Saud Al Kabir. Two hundred and
ﬁfty international delegates and 3000 local delegates attended
this important scientiﬁc gathering which started with two full
sessions of the European Society of Cardiology and the Euro-
pean Association of Cardiothoracic Surgery and a Fetal Echo
Program as well as a research methodology program. This was
followed by the seven parallel tracks in the different disciplines
of cardiovascular medicine. Also, we have introduced for the
ﬁrst time a Cardio Genetics Session as well as a Basic Science
Program.
One of the very important areas that we have been working
in is the resuscitation platform where we are going live with a
very strong and robust electronic portal which will regulate the
entire resuscitation operation in Saudi Arabia. The advantage
of this portal is that it will entirely control the issuance of cer-
tiﬁcates because it will all be centralized from this portal. The
portal will host a large database of all the candidates who have
attended the courses and obtained the certiﬁcates, which will
be communicated with other government agencies. This data-
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Production and hosting by Elsevierin order to allow licensing for health practitioners. This portal
will allow candidate centers as well as instructors to interact on
an electronic basis and eliminate all the paper work.
Another area of major advancement in the Saudi Heart is
our collaboration with the Ministry of Health in order to pro-
duce speciﬁc standards of cardiovascular services in cardiac
centers and to start the process of accreditation of these car-
diac centers through a system of objective criteria to help car-
diac centers network together as well as to help them elevate
the cardiac services that are being given to patients. In the very
near future, the actual accreditation process will start.
The Saudi Heart Association has been classiﬁed as Cate-
gory A among all the associations under the King Saud Uni-
versity and we have achieved the 3rd position among all the
other associations, while striving to get the 1st position for
the subsequent years.
We promise that it will be a very progressive year for SHA
with more local and international exposure.
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